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Worshipping the Sage

The Fabrication and Circulation of Portraits of
Wang Yangming in the Ming Dynasty

Yi-xi Zhang

Abstract

Portraits of Wang Yangming were extremely popular and circulated widely
in the hands of local literati and ordinary people from the mid-Ming to the early
Qing, when Yangming Learning was popular as well. Local people collected
and cherished these portraits, or even worshiped them, regarding them as sage

portraits or portraits of their own scholarly “parent.” Such portraits, along
with public lectures and pamphlets such as the Chuanxi lu, were regarded as the
three main ways to contact local people and to spread Yangming Learning.

Keywords: Wang yangming; sage portrait; Chuanxi Lu; Cai Shixin
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