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Research article

The Tea Production Regime of Beipu and Emei

Mei-Lin Pan®

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Chiao Tung University

Beipu and Emei township both locate in Hsinchu county and are known as
traditional Hakka region. These two areas share a similar geographical location and the
path of economic development, from camphor tree hewing, to paddy planting, and to tea
plantation and production. Both townships also produced high quality of Oolong tea, so
called “Peifun tea”( iuflated tea ), while Beipu was the center of tea production. It is until
1980s, the Emei’s tea production has exceeded Beipu in quantity, and Beipu township
becomes a popular cultural attraction. This paper employs a method of historical
comparative analysis to trace the formation of tea production regime of these two areas.
We examine critical policy from state level and also tea labor supply and wages rate in
local level in order to answer the questions of differentiation and integration of tea
production regime. We find that it should go beyond just focusing on the tea plantation
and production itself, but the strategy of applying double crops to deal with the labor

shortage and wage issue in tea production.

Keywords: historical comparative method, tea production regime, tea workers

* Associate Professor, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Chiao Tung
University. Address: No. 1, Section 1, Liujia 5" Road, Zhubei City, Hsinchu County 302,
Taiwan. Tel: (03)571-2121 ext 58651, Email: mlpan@mail.nctu.edu.tw.
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