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Extramarital Courting and Flirting among

the Miao in Guizhou
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Abstract: The Miao in eastern Guizhou, Hmub is providing an alternative in
the theorizing of courtship and marriage, since they have a flirtation zone for

continued ¢xpression of personal desire within a larger context of social restraint.

*  “Extramarital Court and Flirt of Guizhou Miso” , European Journal of Egst Asian Studies 31 (2009),
pp135-159, WXPIMYE THEARUAARSE GRS RS ARISHEFENZ RN 530 b2 5
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Today, much like before 1949, there are two forms of institutional flirt as
manifested in everyday and ritualized settings. One is the long term flirtation
alliance lasting during the life time of one’s own marriage, while the short term
will end either with a break up or marriage. The texiual description of the Hmub
courting songs also reveals there are no necessary relatioﬁs between marriage and
courtship, and the hybrid display of flirtatious physical contacts are among
courting men and women with diverse genealogical ties, affinal relations and
marital status—unmarried and married. Along this direction, I will explore how the
Hmub may be a special case of allowing for a private personal emotional zone to
be created within a highly structured or mstitutional setting that honors social status,
age and gender separation. Institutionalized flirting of the Hmub does serve as a means
to an end-marriage, a sociological identity. It is also the psychological reassurance of
one’s personal identity in the form of a viable, sexual and desirable human being.

Key words: marriage; institutional court/flirt; the Miao (Hmub); southwest
China
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