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Make the Feast Ritual and Let Our Village
Go toward the World:

The Narration of the Local Elites and the
Modernity of Miao

Chien Mei-ling
Assistant Professor

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences
National Chiao Tung University

Abstract: This paper aims to explore how the “indigenization of modernity”
is experienced and created through the action of speaking (voicing). The
focus of this paper is on the Miao local elites, who have served as the ritual
heads or the local political leaders in an extensive cultural renewal feast ritu-
al lasting four years (from 2000 to 2003) at an upland Miao village in eastern
Guizhou. The linguistic reality and ideology in the contemporary renewal rit-
ual of this local village is especially emphasized in this article. Discarding the
Han Chinese’s “discourse of otherness” of the past which tended to mark
Miao people as “feminized keepers of Chinese tradition,” through the ethno-
graphic data gathered in this paper I will show that the local elites of Miao
were working actively throughout this indigenization act as the main chan-
nels in communicating, passing down, and re-learning the languages and
knowledge of this feast ritual. I analyze the vocabulary and phrases used to
express their viewpoints and values toward this contemporary renewal ritual.
The local elites of the Miao express the dialectical relationship between tra-
dition and modernity through language. The indigenization of modernity dis-
played through their voicing is a creative linkage of traditional perspectives
and modern reality that is then communicated to the outside world by
means of cultural exhibitions and ritual performances. This research seeks to
convey the richness of the adaptation of the Miao to modernity while pre-
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serving traditional village culture and its presentation to themselves and the
outside world as an integrated whole. Modernity has brought new challenges
and courses of action that have been blended with traditional ritual ele-
ments.  The Miao people of eastern Guizhou have embraced modernity and
made it their own.

Key words: narrative, exhibition, cultural revitalization, indigenization of
modernity, Miao (Hmong).

: 203


