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Local Literati under Changing Trends: Xincheng
from Yangming Learning to the Trend of
Craftsmanship of Eight-legged-essay-writing

I-hsi Chang

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Yang Ming
Chiao Tung University

Three major trends marked literati life in the mid- and late Ming dynasty:
the literary restoration movement, the Mind-learning movement, and the
eight-legged-essay-writing trend. The three trends seem to be in different
fields, but they intersected one another. The literary restoration and
Yangming Mind-Learning movements flourished in the mid-Ming
dynasty, while the eight-legged-essay-writing trend arose at the end of
the dynasty. Many scholars have examined at how elites responded to
various movements or trends from a general perspective and have focused
on major intellectual figures. These major figures were often devoted to
a particular trend and were representative of it. At the same time, local
and minor elites were exposed to these three trends, and often oscillated
between them. Given the lack of sources, it is difficult for us to
understand in detail the conditions of these minor scholars. This article
focuses on the period from the post-Deng Yuanxi era until the end of the
Ming dynasty, examining how the minor elites of Xincheng County,
Jiangxi, dealt with the change from Yangming Learning to the trend of
craftsmanship of eight-legged-essay-writing. Deng and Tu Bochang can
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be said to be the central figures of the Xincheng elite groups in different
periods. By observing the Xincheng scholarship during these periods, we
can see the process and changes of the culture from the decline of
Yangming learning to the rise of the craftsmanship.

Keywords: Deng Yuanxi, Tu Bochang, craftsmanship of eight-legged-
essay-writing, eight-legged-essay-writing, Yangming Learning



