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ABSTRACT

Taking “Seven-Surname Property-Owning Ancestral Worship Association of
Tik-tsam-sia”(hereafter as SPAWA) as the subject of research, the purpose of this
project is to explore the historical development process of this organization as well as
the experience of ethnic identity among members of this organization. Based upon
above examination, this project also aims to sort out the typology of ethnic identity
among Plains Aborigines of Tik-tsam-sia, and to describe the dynamic mechanism

that shapes these specific types of ethnic identity.

The Austronesian people was originally the only master that dwelled in the island of
Taiwan. Starting from the 17" century, due to the ethnic contact and interaction with
Hoklo and Hakka, these people were gradually assimilated and lost their identity as
the master eventually. Not until the new era of “Post-Martial-Law” was coming, did
there occur an opportunity for.the Taiwanese Aborigines, including members of
Tik-tsam-sia, to search fortheiridentity. What on earth happened to the Plains
Aborigines of Tik-tsam-sia in the last few centuries? How the future development

goes? These are the major problematics probed in this study-
The major research questions are stated as follows:

1). What is the historical evolution process of Tik-tsam-sia?  How the members of
the SPAWA develop a change on identity?

2). During different historical stages, what are the role and function of the SPAWA in

keeping solidarity among her members?

3). What is the life history narrative in connection with “ethnic experience” presented
by the descendents of SPAWA by way of in-depth interview?

4). Based upon above narrative, what is the “status/type” of ethnic identity of these

interviewees?

5). In terms of the generation mechanism, in which way could we explain the
aforementioned “status/type” of ethnic identity, especially the Plain Aborigines
identity?

I would answer the first two questions in Chapter Two and responded the third



question in Chapter Three. In terms of the forth as well as fifth questions, I would

discuss in Chapter Four.

As for the research design is concerned, three methods --- document study, in-depth
interview, and participant observation --- are adopted in this study. First of all, I
would use document study to comprehend the history of Tik-tsam-sia. Then,
in-depth interview is adopted to explore the ethnicity-relevant narratives stated by the
member of SPAWA. Finally, participant observation is applied while taking part of
the worship activity held by Tik-tsam-sia for getting a grip on her cultural patterns and

meaning.

The findings of this research are stated in the following way:

1). To some extent, the history of Tik-tsam-sia could be understood as an epitome of
destiny of Taiwanese Aborigines. Following professor Shih-chung Hsieh’s
framework, the history of ethnic contacts of Taiwanese Aborigines could be divided
into four stages --- the stage of being the only master, the stage of being one of the

masters, the stage of being conquered, and the stage of ready-to-disappear.

2). In terms of the function and role of SPAWA (and her forerunner), during the Qing
era, it was basically a place for rent collection and ancestral worship.  After entering
the Japanese era, SPAWA was formally established and played a significant role in

keeping solidarity among her members.

3). Almost all of the interviewees know their ““aboriginal” roots and express their
identity as both Plain Aborigines and Hakka at the same time. However, in public
situations, there are still quite a number of them, declare their Hakka identity only,

due to the stigmatized nature of their aboriginal identity.

4). The interviewees from different surnames demonstrate different degree of
attachment toward their “aboriginal” identity. While some give equal weight to both
Hakka and Plain Aboriginal identity, some others give priority to their Hakka identity
than the Plain Aborigines identity, and the others put emphasis on their Plain
Aboriginal identity than the Hakka identity. There are a few who even only
recognize their Hakka identity. Through the application of the “Continuum of
Biracial Identity,” four types of ethnic identity are found in this study: (1). Plain
Aborigines with Hakka origin; (2). Plain Aborigines/Hakka; (3). Hakka with Plain
Aborigines; and (4). Hakka.



5). In the light of the “Political Process Theory” adopted from social movement
literature, four factors are identified to explain the emergence of Plain Aboriginal
identity among members of SPAWA --- broad socio-economic processes, expanding

political opportunities, indigenous organizational strength, and cognitive liberation.

Keywords: Tik-tsam-sia, Plain Aborigines, Ethnic identity, Seven-Surname
Property-Owning Ancestral Worship Association of Tik-tsam-sia (SPAWA), Political

process theory
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