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A Displaced Moral Economy:

Tibetan Refugee Sweater Markets and Associations in India

Mei-lin PAN

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Chiao Tung University

Abstract

More than 100,000 Tibetans followed the Dalai Lama, who fled Tibet
in the 1959, have settled in India where they have been for a half century
now. The core of the Tibetan exile economy consists of its informal sector,
the sweater-selling business which requires that Tibetan exiles travel with
their family members to different Indian cities and towns to sell woolens. The
competition between exiles selling similar products may have engendered
fatal effects on ethnic solidarity, but sweater sellers have managed to avert
this outcome. This study demonstrates how exiled Tibetans in India have
developed various measures to deal with the problems of individual self-
interests by averaging profits within each market. Thus, Tibetan sweater-

sellers have learned to survive while creating a model for a moral economy.

Keywords: displaced, exiled Tibetans, Sweater-selling business, market

competition, moral economy
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Y L JT & FRI%: T LudhianafifE fJPunjab$ ~ Bk T Keralaf ~ HILERER T
MeghalayafISikkimZ /% » TEF1E & RN FIZSEE0E ~ BUCHIE R AT ABIRAREZ
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HYIBER o MAZ| R EH 7 §F LR > B R Fod i3 LR TG
WA AE > KPR LRI ZAAMLELE > wREBERIET
0 WARPTIE o B RMIMAFKI T A F o Al R ZAR
HIEERT THE » WV BRI R LT —EARERE
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1 2 F The Hinduf20024: 11 14 H#HE © http://www.thehindu.com/thehindu/
mp/2002/11/14/stories/2002111400010300.htm » B H I : 20087 H3H -
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Bl : VaranasiE K155 33k 2£090116000
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202009/1/16 EHEER T e Tibetan Refugee Market Association, Lhasa Market ° i
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30 “Taipur Sweater Sellers Association, Rule and Regulation”feifF4¢# 1£20065E6 F 2%
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ORI E R TR - B E R - LR EREA L AR - 5F
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