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Wang Yang-ming School of Thought from the
Middle through Late Ming Dynasty: The
Circulation of the Chuanxi lu and Old Edition of
The Great Learning and Its Effects

I-hsi Chang *

Abstract

The Wang Yang-ming F-f%HH school of thought was very popular from
the middle through late Ming Dynasty period. Even the Cheng Zhu 2%
school, recognized officially as orthodox, could not compete with it during this
time. The key factor for the superiority of Wang Yang-ming’s school over the
others is that it had its own distinct and creative philosophical thought and
innovations. Those thoughts and innovations were spread and promulgated by
Wang Yang-ming himself and his disciples through public lectures. The impact
of these lectures on their contemporaries have been noted recently by modern
scholars.

Other than the public lectures, the Wang Yang-ming school had yet anoth-
er way to make itself known. There were numerous booklets printed through-
out the Jiangnan L[ region during the late imperial period, due to the devel-
opment of printing technology since the Song Dynasty. For example, the
Chuanxi lu 878 §% and old edition of The Great Learning X%2, spread exten-

sively and were widely available. By reading these two booklets, people could

* I-hsi Chang holds a doctorate from the Graduate Institute of History at National Taiwan

University.
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learn Wang Yang-ming’s philosophical thought on their own. This was most
convenient in areas where people were unable to attend the public lectures of
Wang and his disciples.

In the Chuanxi lu, Wang Yang-ming’s most influential thoughts are
recorded. As for the classic The Great Learning, Wang Yang-ming revived its
old edition with his own commentaries, as opposed to Zhu Xi’s K& revised
edition. These two works created a major shock in the current intellectual
world. They played no less important of a role than the public lectures. Some
people even converted to the Wang Yang-ming school simply because of read-
ing these two booklets. The Ji’an & % school is a good example that will be
discussed further in this paper article.

In general, most people have been impressed by the Wang Yang-ming
school because its public lectures. This paper, however, will attempt to show
that these booklets also had a profound effect on the popularity of the school
and dissemination of its philosophies, and this phenomenon is worthy of fur-

ther study.

Keywords: The Great Learning, Chuanxi lu {3575 $%, Wang Yang-ming school
of thought [5HHE2 | Ji’an 5 42, Ying Tai H &



