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Illness Experiences and Childhood of Ami in Eastern Taiwan:
A Narrative Analysis

Mei-Ling Chien
Department of Human Development,
Tzu Chi University

Abstract

Using the narrative perspective alternatively, this paper trics fto
describe and analyze how the reported illness experiences of some Ami
clders (one of the indigenous ethnic groups in Eastern Taiwan) conveys
the meaningful connections between people’s illness experiences and
their childhood. Compared to the framework of “medical system” or
“local knowledge system,” the narrative analysis offers a chance to “make
stories out of fieldwork data, ...a unique way of making the facts
comprehensible. Narrative order links anthropological and literary
narratives. And it is precisely the order and style of their narratives and
texts that suggest a narrative future” (Klein 2000). Re-analyzing my
previous ethno-medical field data on an Ami (ribal village in castern
Taiwan (1992-1994), this researcher focused on some of the Ami elders’
recollections of their illness experiences when they were young children.
In general, these narratives contain several formal features: beginning
with a concrete illness experience; retrospective narrations; interactions
between narrator and interviewer; narrative focus shifting from “illness”
to “person”; “normality” coexisting with “mystery” in the plots; and
objectification of the narrative. “Body™ and “inter-personal relationships”
are two thematic emphases in the narratives of the Ami elders. “Body”
images give voice to the emotional experience between the sick children
and their caregivers. Moreover, the theme of “inter-personal
relationships™ reflects, as well as reproduces, the Ami social ideal,

namely striving for the harmonious between individual and society.
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