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pp. 125-53.

U Nessgf  HPeter V. Ness, “China as a Third World State: Foreign Policy and
Ofticial National Identity,” p. 207.
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“Introduction,” in Hungdah Chiu, Y. C. Jao, and Yuan-Li Wu ed.. The l"u/ur@oj'
Hong Kong: Toward 1997 and beyond (New York: Quorum Books, 1987). pp.
1-22; Gerald Segal, “Deconstructing Foreign Relations,” in David S. G.
Goodman and Gerald Segal ed., China Deconstructs (New York: Routledge,
1994), pp. 322-55.
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ed., Chinese Nationalism (Armonk, New York: M. E. Sharpe, 1996), pp. 183-
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B SF o Hd 8 BIMing-Min Peng, 4 Taste of Freedom: Memoirs of A Formosan
Independence Leader (Irvine. California; Taiwan Publishing Co.. 1994); Shoki
Coe, Recollections and Reflections, introduced and edited by Boris Anderson
(New York: The Rev. Dr. Shoki Coe's Memorial Fund, 1994); ZEE% » (3
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W iN#RDouglas H. Mendel. The Politics of Formosan Nationalism (Berkeley.
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Campaign and U.S.-China Relations (Lanham, Maryland: University Press of
America, 1999).
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Chinese Nationalism, Imperialism, and the Taiwan
Independence Movement
— A Critical Review of Three Books Conducted by Chinese Scholars

Regarding the Taiwan Independence Movement

Wei-Der Shu

Abstract

Based on three books conducted by Chinese scholars regarding the
Taiwan Independence Movement (TIM), this paper tries to critically
examine the so-called “imperialism,” --- the thesis adopted by most, if not
all, Chinese scholars while analyzing the issue relevant to TIM.
According to this thesis, the origin and development of the postwar TIM
is conceived as the product caused by foreign power, which is led by the
United States, for the purpose of interfering Chinese domestic politics.

This paper argues that we have to explore these Chinese scholars’
notion of nationalism for comprehending their rationale of adopting the
imperialism as the framework for analyzing the TIM.  Since the concept
of Chinese nation was invented by Dr. Sun in 1920, as the “late comer” in
history, Chinese nationalism articulates at least three different discursive
sources: the “culturalism” derived from the Chinese tradition, the
“territorialism” proposed by Dr. Sun, and the “objectivism™ imposed
from Stalin’s definition of nation. Partly due to the combination of these
discursive sources, these Chinese scholars tend to treat nation as

essentially “primordial given,” meaning some underlying and
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fundamental set of ascriptive characteristics. Accordingly, although
adopting the framework of imperialism for analyzing the TIM, they tend
to conventionally use the word “imperialism” and never try to elaborate
the meaning of this vocabulary seriously.

I have four comments about the notion of imperialism suggested by
these Chinese scholars. First of all, this framework does not make
differences between “foreign countries” and “imperialism” conceptually.
Since everything related to foreign countries is seen as the conspiracy of
imperialism, it does not necessary to develop a “real” theory of
imperialism at all.  Second, this framework ignores the significance of
“domestic context” for understanding the emergence of any social
movement. Third, while emphasizing too much on the “structure,” this
framework does not pay attention to the possible contribution made by
“actor” for changing the status quo. Finally, it is obvious that this
framework is connected with some specific political purpose.

Keywords: Taiwan Independence Movement, Taiwanese nationalism,
. . . . . . 4 .
Chinese nationalism, Imperialism, China Studies



	1.pdf
	組合 1
	1.pdf
	組合 1.pdf
	2001a(未完).pdf
	3.pdf
	1.pdf
	3.pdf
	2.pdf
	1.pdf
	4.pdf
	1.pdf
	3
	2

	5

	6

	4

	6

	2


	1
	2
	3

	6

	2

	4.pdf

	2
	4

