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HE > RERNNTLEERSE  RRENTLEEPE -

5 Marce! Mauss ~ Michelle Rosaldoll 2l ASEERS T AEH | 8BS T EHET T RIAVERRT
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(Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1994).
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9 L. Schein, Minority Rules: The Miao and the Feminine in China’s Cultural Politics, 159-160.
10 Hmong @ BN ATRYENENH AR S —BEER IR -

11 N.D. Donnelly, Changing Lives of Refugee Hmong Women, 11-13.

12 N. D. Donnelly, Changing Lives of Refugee Hmong Women, 36-38,

13 N. D. Donneilly, Changing Lives of Refugee Hmong Women, 185,
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Passion for Difference: Essays in Anthropology and Gender (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1994).
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{New York: Harper & Row, 1964).
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17 L Irvine and S. Gal, “Language Ideology and Linguistic Differentiation,” in Regimes of
Language: Ideologies, Polities, and Identities (Santa Fe: School of American Research Press,
19993, 35-83.

18 C. S. Peirce, “Divisions of Signs,” in Collected Papers of Charles Sanders Peirce, eds.
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2, ch. 2; R. Jakobson, “Shifters, Verbal Categortes, and the Russian Verb,” in Selected
Writing (Paris: Moutor, 1957), 130-147; M. Silverstein, “Shifters, Linguistic Categories, and
Cultural Description,” in Meaning in Anthropology, eds. Keith H. Basso and Henry A. Selby
{Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1976). ]

19 E. Benveniste, “The Nature of Pronouns,” in Problems in General Linguistics, translated
by Mary Elizabeth Meek (Coral Gables: University of Miami Press, 1971), 217-222;
E. Benveniste, “Subjectivity in Language,” in Problems in General Linguistics, translated by
Mary Elizabeth Meek, 223-230; S. C. Canton, “Contributions of Roman Jakobson,” dnnual
Review of Anthropology, 16 (1987): 223-260,
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20 B.Mannheim, “Iconicity,” Journal of Linguistic Anthropelogy 9:1-2(2000): 107-110.

21 A. Duranti, “Meaning in Linguistic Forms,” in Linguistic Anthropology(New Ydrk:
Cambridge University Press, 1997), 162-213.

22 C.S. Peirce, “Logic Semiotic,” in Philosophical Writings of Peirce, Justus Buchler, ed.,
(New York: Dover, 1955), 98-115.

23 2 EB. Mannheim, “Iconicity,” Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 9:1-2(2000} -

24 P, Friedrich, “The Symbol and Its Relative Non-Arbitrariness,” in Language, Context, and
the Imaginarion, P. Alto, ed., (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1979), 1-61.
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A. Bamard and A. Good eds., Research Practices in the Study of Kinship (London: Academia
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“You Two and We Two are Life¥10ng Mates”:

Gender Images and Pairing Ideals in
Miao Songs from Southeastern Guizhou

Mei-ling CHIEN
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences

National Chiao Tung University
Abstract

Through an ethnography of the linguistic performance of a love song
duet popular among the Miao in southeastern Guizhou, China, this paper
explores how gender images are presented through linguistic signs. First,
the duet and round performed by four singers, two male and two female,
reveals the iconic relationship between the song and ideals of gender
equality. Second, the combination, distinguishing and substitution of
different pronouns express the simultaneous stability and fluidity of sexual
identity. The substitution of terms used by courtly lovers by prescriptive
kinship terms used by affines of the other sex, and the opposition created
by the use of terms for the individual that are marked by gender and
terms for the couple that are not, thus illustrate the indexical relationship
between linguistic signs and gender ideas. Third, through use of multiple
and reduplicated synonymous personal pronouns, the Miao songs are
a form of diagrammatic iconicity that show how linguistic signs can
reveal images of gender embedded in the Miao sense of the person.
Thus gender differences can be constructed and destabilized on the same
performance stage. Gender difference (“oppositions”) and gender pairing
(“decomposing differences”) can be constituted and situated together

within a single micro-system of linguistic signs, and thus distinctive

Mei-ling CHIEN, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Chiao Tung
University, 1001 Ta Hsueh Road, Hsinchu, Taiwan, 300. E-mail: michien(@faculty.nctu.edu.tw.
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gender images can be inclusive or complementary of one other.

Keywords: song language, linguistic sign in action, gender image, Miao,

southeastern Guizhou






